9O              ESOTERIC    CHRISTIANITY.

barbarous countries, although held in
secret, have no discredit thrown upon
them, so that it is in vain he endeavours
to calumniate the secret doctrines of
Christianity, seeing that he does not
correctly understand its nature/'1

It is impossible to deny that, in this
important passage, Origen distinctly places
the Christian Mysteries in the same
category as those of the Pagan world, and
claims that what is not regarded as a dis-
credit to other religions should not form a
subject of attack when found in Christianity.

Still writing against Celsus, he declares
that the secret teachings of Jesus were
preserved in the Church, and refers specifi-
cally to the explanations that He gave to
His disciples of His parables, in answering
Celsus' comparison of " the inner Mysteries
of the Church of God " with the Egyptian
worship of animals. " I have not yet
spoken of the observance of all that is
written in the Gospels, each one of which
contains much doctrine difficult to be
understood, not merely by the multitude,
but even by certain of the more intelligent,
1 Vol. X. Origen against Celsus ^ bk. I. ch. vii.